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September,  1958. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Mir  field  Urban  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  matters 
pertaining  to  the  health  of  the  people  of  Mirfield  and  to  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year.  Those  services  which  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council  to  provide  come  under  my 
administrative  direction  and  are  integrated  with  the  health  functions 
of  the  Urban  District  Council. 


While  in  general  the  vital  statistics  follow  broadly  the  experience 
of  recent  years,  it  is  a  matter  for  gratification  that  in  this  year  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  11*3  deaths  of  infants  per  1,000  live  births, 
the  neo-natal  mortality  rate  which  is  identical,  and  the  stillbirth  rate 
of  16-7  per  1,000  total  births  are  all  much  below  the  average  rates  for 
compared  communities  as  is  shown  by  the  table  on  page  14.  Indeed 
taking  them  altogether  they  are  better  than  any  previously  experi¬ 
enced  in  Mirfield.  The  same  table  however  shows  that  Mirfield 
continues  to  have  a  somewhat  lower  comparative  birth  rate  (15-1) 
and  a  higher  death  rate  (14 -3}  than  the  average  of  these  same 
communities. 


One  factor  which  is  not  readily  apparent  from  the  mortality 
figures  but  which  is  worthy  of  mention  is  the  excess  of  male  deaths 
over  female  deaths,  particularly  in  the  age  group  45-64.  This  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  Mirfield  district  but  is  becoming  a  feature  of  the  national 
statistics  and  indeed  the  mortalit}^  among  males  in  this  age  group  is 
beginning  to  show  an  increase  which  contrasts  strikingly  with  the 
general  decline  noted  in  the  overall  mortality  rates.  The  cause  of  this 
is  to  be  found  in  the  real  increase  of  incidence  of  cancer  of  the  lung 
and  coronary  thrombosis  in  males  which  has  taken  place,  and  which 
appears  to  be  continuing.  In  Mirfield  this  year  25  males  died  between 
45  and  64  years  of  age  compared  with  18  females  ;  of  these  10  male 
deaths  and  1  female  death  were  associated  with  coronary  artery 
disease  and  the  3  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  all  occured  in  males. 


Where  the  preventive  and  medical  services  of  an  area  in  their 
present  form  show  no  obvious  inadequacies,  improvements  in  vital 
statistics  are  to  be  looked  for  in  consequence  of  improvements  to  be 
effected  in  the  environment,  particularly  in  relation  to  housing  and 
atmospheric  pollution,  to  improving  economic  and  social  conditions,, 
to  better  understanding  through  education  of  the  personal  and 
individual  responsibility  for  health,  and  to  epidemiological  and  medical 
research  which  go  hand  in  hand.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  I  believe 
that  medical  officers  engaged  primarily  in  the  medical  services  will  in 
the  future  have  to  have  greater  access  to  the  clinical  study  of  disease 
if  they  are  to  be  able  to  attain  their  full  potential  in  contributing; 
towards  better  health  and  longer  life. 


In  the  meantime,  however,  there  is  still  much  to  be  done  to 
improve  the  health  of  special  sections  of  the  community.  For  instance, 
improvements  are  required  in  the  techniques  of  maintaining  the  aged 
and  infirm  in  their  homes,  together  with  increased  hostel  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  those  for  whom  this  type  of  life  proves  most  suitable,  and 
inevitably  more  hospital  accommodation  for  the  chronic  and  aged  sick. 
It  may  indeed  be  doubted  whether  hospital  and  hostel  accommodation 
of  this  nature  can  be  most  effectively  used  while  remaining  adminis¬ 
tratively  distinct. 

Statistical  information  is  given  in  other  sections  of  the  report  of 
the  various  activities  carried  out  through  the  Health  Department  and 
I  feel  it  unnecessary  to  comment  at  length  upon  these.  The  schemes  of 
immunisation  against  whooping  cough  and  tuberculosis  were  well 
maintained,  and  further  progress  made  towards  establishing  immunity 
towards  poliomyelitis  in  the  group  of  children  aged  between  six 
months  and  fifteen  years.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to  understand  why 
the  number  of  children  registered  for  this  procedure  represents  only 
45-50%  of  the  total  number  within  the  group.  The  procedure  itself 
is  safe  and  efficacious,  and  parents  should  think  very  deeply  before  even 
hesitating  about  having  their  children  protected  against  a  frightening 
and  often  permanently  disabling  disease.  One  case  of  paralytic 
poliomyelitis  in  a  man  of  27  years  was  notified  during  the  year. 

The  pandemic  of  Asian  type  influenza  which  started  in  the  Far 
East  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  reached  this  country  by  about  July, 
and  appeared  in  Mirfield  towards  the  middle  of  September.  It 
remained  in  epidemic  form  here  until  the  end  of  October,  and  while  the 
majority  of  cases  were  a  comparatively  mild  three  day  illness  there 
were,  of  course,  a  number  of  severe  cases,  and  two  deaths  were 
ascribed  to  this  cause.  During  the  period  of  the  epidemic  absences 
from  school,  which  were  our  most  reliable  evidence  of  incidence,  ran 
at  about  20-30%  and  so  far  as  one  could  judge  this  represented  the 
experience  of  industry  also. 

During  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  an  epidemic  of 
measles  resulting  in  more  notifications  of  the  disease  (312)  in  Mirfield 
than  ever  previously  experienced  :  Chicken  pox  which  is  not  notifiable 
here  was  also  prevalent  so  that  between  measles,  chicken  pox  and 
influenza  the  young  people  of  the  district  generally  speaking  had 
rather  a  trying  time. 

The  health  visiting,  home  nursing,  midwifery  and  clinic  services 
continued  their  routine  activities  much  as  in  recent  years,  and  contri¬ 
bute  greatly  to  the  well-being  of  the  people.  The  home  help  service 
also  proved  adequate  to  the  reasonable  demands  made  upon  it. 

Mental  health  social  work  can  provide  many  problems  and  these 
are  likely  to  increase  as  the  incidence  of  mental  ill-health  mounts. 
While  new  legislation  is  impending  which  will  greatly  affect  the  whole 
structure  for  the  treatment  and  segregation  of  the  mentally  defective 
and  the  mentally  sick  it  behoves  us  to  move  with  great  caution  in 
going  too  far  along  the  road  of  self  determination  for  those  who 
cannot  reliably  fit  into  the  trials  and  temptations  of  the  work-a-day 
world.  The  study  of  mental  health  may  well  prove  a  rich  field  for  the 
epidemiologist  and  sociologist  alike. 
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The  school  medical  service  again  had  a  very  busy  year  and  an 
attempt  was  made  to  “ascertain”  all  the  children  in  ordinary  schools 
who  would  be  more  suitably  placed  in  the  Day  Special  School  for 
educationally  sub-normal  children  due  to  be  opened  at  Hartshead 
in  the  Spring  of  1958.  Of  sixteen  examinations  carried  out  for  this 
purpose  three  children  were  recommended  for  transfer  to  this  school 
and  another  two  were  recommended  for  special  education  in  ordinary 
schools.  This  latter  is  the  group  where,  by  and  large,  attainment  does 
not  match  potential,  and  is  I  consider  a  most  important  one  which 
does  not  receive  the  attention  which  it  merits,  and  certainly  informa¬ 
tion  is  not  forthcoming  on  any  action  taken  following  such  a  recom¬ 
mendation. 

So  far  as  environmental  public  health  is  concerned  noteworthy 
efforts  were  made  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  details  of  this  drive  towards  clean  food  are  given  by 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  page  45  of  the  report.  The  slum 
clearance  programme  was  also  maintained  by  the  representation  of 
fifty-four  houses,  bringing  the  total  dealt  with  since  1954  to  one 
hundred  and  forty-three. 

Difficult  problems  were  encountered  in  the  preparatory  work 
which  is  going  on  before  the  main  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act 
come  into  force  in  1958,  but  the  framework  of  the  legislation  is  evident 
and  local  authorities  will  have  the  opportunity  to  make  a  contribution 
to  the  well-being  of  their  citizens  comparable  to  the  revolutions  in 
sanitation  and  housing  which  are  already  part  of  the  social  history 
of  the  country.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  the  smaller  authori¬ 
ties  in  particular  measure  up  to  their  responsibilities.  The  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  reports  that  the  recording  gauges  show  no 
evidence  of  increased  pollution  compared  with  previous  years. 
Neither,  be  it  added,  do  they  show  any  decrease. 

The  other  activities  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  environ-  * 
mental  hygiene  are  too  numerous  to  mention  individually,  but  the 
information  given  under  each  section  in  the  body  of  the  report  shows 
that  much  indeed  was  done  and  remains  still  to  do. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  say  that  I  have  as  usual  been  much  indebted 
to  Mr.  Johnson  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  not  only  for  his 
assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  but  also  as  with  all  other 
members  of  the  staff  for  loyal  support  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 
Those  of  us  engaged  in  the  day  to  day  tasks  of  public  health  also 
require  the  stimulus  of  the  interest  and  support  of  the  public  and  its 
representatives  to  give  impetus  to  our  endeavours,  and  I  would  like 
to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  for  their  courtesy  and  considera¬ 
tion  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  DOUGLAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Divisional  Medical  Officer . 
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MIRFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Area  of  district  in  acres  at  1951  census  ...  ...  ...  3,394 

Population  at  1951  census  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,885 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1951  census  ...  ...  3,939 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  at  1951  census  ...  3,948 

Number  of  rooms  at  1951  census  .  ...  ...  15,228 


Statistical  Summary 

of  the  area  for 

1957 

In  comparison  with  1956. 

1956 

1957 

Area  of  the  district  in  acres  ... 

...  ... 

3,394 

3,394 

Estimated  population  (mid-year) 

... 

11,810 

11,840 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 

3-5 

3-6 

Estimated  number  of  dwellinghouses  (end  of  year) 

4,580 

4,584 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April  ... 

.  £89,612 

£87,441 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (estimate) 

...  ... 

£340 

£350 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population 

estimated 

13-5 

13-8 

Comparability  Factor  ... 

... 

1  04 

104 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

...  ... 

140 

14-3 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
population 

estimated 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16-3 

14-9 

Comparability  Factor  ... 

•  •  •  .  .  • 

1-02 

I  01 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

...  ... 

16-7 

15*1 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stiil- 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20-3 

16-7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

20-7 

11-3 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

. 

Nil 

Nil 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1957. 

Live  Births.  (Registered) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

103 

69 

172 

Illegitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Total  ... 

104 

73 

177 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 

14  9. 

Live  and  Stillbirths  Notified  in  the  District. 

Ward 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Battyeford 

6 

3 

9 

Eastthorpe... 

1 

1 

2 

Hopton 

2 

3 

5 

Northorpe  ... 

7 

7 

14 

Crossley  Maternity  Home 

Total 

Births  Transferable  from  District 

Births  Transferable  to  the  District. 

(a)  Hospitals  ... 

(b)  Other  Institutions 

(c)  Domiciliary 

Total  Net  Births  belonging  to  District 

16 

14 

30 

409 

439 

304 

135 

49 

1 

1 

186 

Stillbirths. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— - 

— — 

— — 

Total  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  :  16-7. 

Deaths. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  Deaths  assigned  to  district 

94 

69 

163 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district 

73 

55 

128 

Deaths  transferable  to  the  district 

23 

18 

41 

Deaths  transferable  from  the  district  . . . 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Standardised  Death  Rate 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ... 

2 

4 

6 

13-8 

14.3 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 


All  Ages 

i 

Under  1  year 

1—4 

6—14 

15—24 

25—44 

j  45—64 

65—74 

75  and  Over 

Males 

Females 

!  Deaths  m 

|  Institutions  * 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer — 

(a)  Stomach 

3 

3 

3 

1 

(b)  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

(c)  Uterus 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(d)  Other  ... 

7 

5 

2 

5 

2 

3 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System 

26 

1 

3 

10 

12 

14 

12 

5 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

28 

1 

10 

11 

6 

19 

9 

8 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease 

12 

2 

5 

5 

4 

8 

2 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

38 

1 

5 

7 

25 

16 

22 

2 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

12 

5 

2 

5 

9 

3 

2 

Other  Disease  of  respiratory 
System 

1 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

1 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hypertension  of  Prostate  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Other  defined  &  ill  defined 
diseases 

12 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

5 

7 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Total  All  Causes 

163 

2 

1 

2 

5 

41 

50 

62 

94 

69 

36 
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CAUSES  OP  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  MIRFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1957 


PREMATURE  INFANTS. 


Given  below  are  details  of  live  premature  infants  born  at  home 
and  in  hospital  : — 

(1)  The  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  the  year 

whose  mothers  are  normally  resident  in  the  Council’s  area  ...  18 

(2)  The  total  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  the 
year  that  they  were  born  : — 

{a)  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(3)  The  number  of  those  born  at  home  : — 

(a)  who  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  who  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month  ...  ...  5 

(4)  The  number  of  those  born  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  : — 

(a)  who  died  within  the  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  who  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month  ...  ...  13 


Table  showing  Birth  Weights  of  Premature  Infants. 
Institutional  Confinements. 


No.  of  Infants  who  survived 

Birth  Weight 

No.  of 

in  pounds 

Infants 

24  hours 

2-7  days 

1  month 

Under  24 

— 

— 

— 

2|  —  3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  -  3| 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

31  —  4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4  —  4J 

3 

3 

3 

3 

41—5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5  —  51 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Totals 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 


Birth  and  Mortality  Rates  for  1957  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative 

County  and  England  and  Wales. 


sai  men  n  bwto 

Aggregate 

of 

U.D’s. 

KTODM  3m*i-d»-tmtrr*+  am i  ol.  or  s  nr 

Aggregate 

of 

R.D’s. 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

England 

& 

Wales 

Mirfield 

Crude  Birth 

16-1 

17-9 

16-6 

16*1 

14-9 

Adjusted  Birth 

16-2 

17-9 

16-7 

16-1 

15-1 

Crude  Death  ... 

12  -4 

9-7 

117 

11-6 

13-8 

Adjusted  Death 

12-9 

12-0 

12-7 

11*5 

14-3 

Tuberculosis, 

Respiratory  ... 

0-08 

0-07 

0-08 

0-09 

0-08 

Tuberculosis,  Other  ... 

001 

0-01 

0-01 

001 

— 

Tuberculosis,  All  Forms 

0-09 

0-08 

0-09 

010 

008 

Cancer  ... 

1  -99 

1  -58 

1  -87 

2-09 

1  -27 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System 

2  -15 

1  -45 

1  -95 

♦ 

2-20 

Heart  and  Circulation 

4-61 

3-49 

4-30 

* 

6  <93 

Respiratory  Diseases  . . . 

1  -46 

1  -12 

1  -37 

* 

1  -44 

Maternal  Mortality 

0  -41 

0-72 

0-61 

0-47 

- —  i 

Infant  Mortality 

26  -4 

28-8 

26-4 

23-0 

11 .3 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  ... 

18-3 

20-4 

18-9 

16-5 

11  -3 

Stillbirth  . 

23-6 

24-8 

23- 9 

22-4 

16*7 

^Figures  not  available. 


The  Infant  and  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rates  are  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  and  Stillbirth  Rates  are  per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths. 

The  remaining  rates  are  per  1,000  estimated  home  population. 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION.— 
SMALLPOX  AND  POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  tables  that  the  schemes  for 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  still  figure 
largely  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine.  Until  the  end  of  this  year 
separate  injections  for  both  diseases  were  used  in  our  clinics,  but 
following  an  amendment  to  the  County  Council’s  Scheme  it  will 
shortly  be  possible  for  us  to  offer  protection  by  “combined” 
inoculation. 

It  proves  extremely  difficult  in  practice  to  improve  greatly  upon 
the  figure  of  about  60%  under  the  age  of  five  years  protected  against 
diphtheria  and  one  would  like  to  see  this  much  higher  ;  after  that  age 
the  percentage  of  children  who  have  received  an  inoculation  at  some 
time  mounts  to  over  90%,  and  while  this  is  reasonably  satisfactory  it 
is  only  maintained  at  this  level  by  the  unceasing  endeavours  of  the 
doctors  and  the  health  visitors. 

Whooping  cough  immunisation  is  not  performed  after  the  age  of 
four  years  and  approximately  50%  of  the  children  at  that  age  have 
been  protected.  This  is  on  the  whole  a  disappointing  result  which  it  is 
hoped  will  be  improved  by  the  introduction  of  “combined”  vaccines 
requiring  fewer  injections. 

Strangely  enough  we  are  beginning  to  find  a  readier  acceptance  of 
vaccination  against  smallpox  and  the  number  performed  this  year, 
namely  104  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  represents  about  60%  of 
the  births  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Primary  Injections. 


Period 

Age  at  final  injection 

Total 

Under  1 

14  j  5-14 

Six  months  ending  30th 
June,  1957 

68 

16 

15 

99 

Six  months  ending  31st 
December,  1957 

43 

39 

3 

85 

Totals  for  1957 

111 

55 

18 

184 

Re-Inforcing  Injections. 


Period 

Age  at  re-inforcing  injection 

Total 

Under  1 

1-4 

6-14 

Six  months  ending  30th 
June,  1957 

— 

8 

47 

55 

Six  months  ending  31st 
December,  1957 

— 

— 

148 

148 

Totals  for  1957 

— 

8 

195 

203 

15 


Number  of  children  immunised  for  the  first  time  during  each 
half-year  : — 


First 

Second 

half-year 

half-year 

Total 

1947 

32 

80 

112 

1948 

127 

145 

272 

1949 

69 

52 

121 

1950 

62 

50 

112 

1951 

106 

3 

109 

1952 

67 

67 

134 

1953 

108 

54 

162 

1954 

86 

80 

166 

1955 

92 

68 

160 

1956 

77 

89 

166 

1957 

99 

85 

184 

I  give  below  a  table  showing  the  numbers  and  percentages 
of  children  who  have  had  a  course  of  immunisation  within  the  last 
five  years  separated  from  those  who  had  a  course  of  immunisation 
previously  : — 


Age  at  31-12-57 
i.e.,  Born  in  year  : 

Under  1 
1957 

1—4 

1956-1953 

5—9 

1952-1948 

10—14 

1947-1943 

Under 

15 

Total 

Last  complete  course  of 
injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

A.  1053-1957 

B.  1952  or  earlier 

43 

(23%) 

530 

(76%) 

629 

(66%) 

504 

(63%) 

1706 

(61%) 

— 

— 

267 

(28%) 

437 

(46%) 

704 

(25%) 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Age  at  final  injection 

Under  6  months  ...  9 

6  months  to  1  year  105 

1 —  2  years  ...  18 

2 —  3  years  ...  1 

3 —  4  years  ...  1 


134 
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Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date. 


Age  at  31/12/57 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—9 

10—14 

Under  15 

i.e.  Born  in  year 

1957 

1956-1953 

1952-1948 

1947-1943 

Total 

Number  immunised 

30 

484 

147 

661 

Small  Pox  Vaccination. 

Table  showing  Persons  Vaccinated  and  Re-vaccinated  during  1957. 


Age  at  date  of  vaccination 

Under  1 

1 

2—4 

5—14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

104 

4 

1 

— 

6 

115 

Number  Re-Vaccinated 

— 

— 

1 

5 

16 

22 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  in  Mirheld 
who  had  received  completed  poliomyelitis  vaccination  by  the  end  of 
the  year  : — 


Date  of  Birth 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Total 

Number 

vaccinated 

100 

85 

80 

66 

52 

51 

39 

52 

9 

534 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  case  of  paralitic  poliomyelitis  w^as  notified  during  the  year. 
This  occurred  in  a  man  of  27  years  who  was  at  the  time  suffering  from 
another  severe  illness,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  infection  could 
have  been  contracted  in  Mirheld. 

Measles  was  present  in  epidemic  form  during  the  first  three- 
quarters  of  the  year,  and  there  were  in  all  312  cases  notified  which  is 
the  heaviest  incidence  ever  recorded  in  Mirheld.  There  were,  however, 
no  deaths  ascribed  to  this  cause. 

When  it  is  realised  that,  although  not  notifiable  in  Mirheld, 
chicken  pox  was  also  prevalent  in  the  hrst  half  of  the  year  and  that 
from  mid-September  to  the  end  of  October  there  was  an  epidemic  of 
Asian  type  influenza,  causing  school  attendances  to  drop  by  about 
30%,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  young  people  of  the  district  suffered  much 
infectious  illness  during  the  year. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  year  saw  a  further  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
register  although  more  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified 
this  year  than  for  some  time  past.  In  view  of  the  strenuous  efforts 
made  to  trace  cases  by  tuberculin  testing,  Mass  Radiography  and  the 
like,  this,  however,  is  a  low  incidence. 

The  clinical  nursing  duties,  social  work  and  contact  tracing  was 
continued  as  before  by  Nurse  Smith  who  also  attends  the  Consultant 
Chest  Clinic  at  Dewsbury  and  maintains  the  essentia]  liaison  between 
the  hospital  and  domiciliary  services. 


The  statistical  details  of  Tuberculosis  in  Mirfield  are  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

(a) 

Number  of  Cases  on  Register 
at  commencement  of  year  ... 

20 

1 1 

7 

8 

(b) 

Number  of  Cases  notified  first 
time  during  the  year 

3 

2 

1 

2 

(c) 

Removals  from  other  areas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(d) 

Number  of  Cases  removed 
from  the  Register 

5. 

4 

3 

4 

(e) 

Number  of  Cases  remaining 

on  the  Register 

18 

9 

5 

7 

New 

Cases 

1 

Deaths 

Age 

i  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respirator  y 

Respii 

at  ory 

Nc 

Respii 

>n- 

atory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— • 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

- — 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

* — 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— _ 

20 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

- — 

— 

- — 

— 

25 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

45 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

65 

64  and 

■ 

■■ 

1 

" 

■  ■ 

■ 

upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Six  notifications  were  received  of  admission  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  to  Sanatoria  and  five  discharges. 


The  following  are  the  institutions  to  which  tuberculosis  patients 
were  admitted  :  — 


Middleton  Hospital 
Leeds  General  Infirmary 
Whitley  Grange  Hospital 
Killingbeck  Hospital 
Huddersfield  Royal 


Admission 

Discharge 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Totals  6 

5 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital 
Board  visited  the  district  in  September  and  held  public  sessions  at 
Lower  Hopton.  I  give  below  the  results  supplied  to  me  by  the  unit. 
It  is  not  possible,  however,  to  draw  any  conclusions  at  all  from  such 
evidence  since  the  persons  examined  constitute  only  a  small  proportion 
of  the  population  and  are  not  necessarily  representative  of  the 
population  taken  as  a  whole.  The  information  given  is  in  respect  of 
people  actually  examined  during  the  survey  and  may,  therefore, 
include  persons  normally  resident  in  other  areas. 


Examinations  carried  out  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

(a)  Miniature  X-rays  taken 

435 

376 

811 

(b)  Number  recalled  for  large  him 

23 

li 

34 

Analysis  of  Provisional  Findings  : 

(a)  Cases  of  active  Tuberculosis  ... 

0 

1 

1 

(b)  Cases  of  inactive  Tuberculosis 

8 

2 

10 

(c)  Other  abnormalities  (see  below) 

9 

4 

13 

(d)  Failed  to  re-attend  for  large  him 

Analysis  of  Abnormalities  other  than 
Tuberculosis  (2(c)  above)  : 

1 

1 

2 

Anatomical  abnormalities- — Acquired 

2 

0 

2 

Bacterial  or  Virus  Pulmonary  Infections 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchiectasis  . 

1 

0 

1 

Pulmonary  hbrosis  :  non-tuberculous 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumoconiosis 

1 

0 

1 

Primary  Malignant  Neoplasms 

1 

0 

1 

Pleural  Thickening 

0 

1 

1 

Cardiovascular  lesions  :  congenital 

1 

0 

1 

Cardiovascular  lesions  :  acquired 

0 

2 

2 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Mrs.  de  la  Cour  has  continued  her  duties  as  Mental  Health  Social 
Worker  for  this  area,  and  in  addition  to  maintaining  supervision  of 
mental  defective  persons  in  their  own  homes  she  has  been  of  great 
assistance  in  obtaining  suitable  employment  for  some  of  these  patients, 
in  placing  them  in  Occupation  Centres,  and  in  arranging  the  details 
of  their  conveyance  from  their  own  homes  to  the  Centres. 

She  has  also  undertaken  with  success  visitation  of  patients 
discharged  from  mental  hospitals  and  in  co-operation  with  General 
Practitioners  has  materially  assisted  their  rehabilitation  in  the 
community.  A  good  understanding  and  co-operation  has  been 
achieved  between  the  General  Practitioners,  the  Hospital  staffs  and 
the  Public  Health  Services  in  this  field  which  is  undoubtedly  essential 
to  the  development  of  an  effective  mental  health  service. 


Mental  Deficiency  Statistics. 


I.  Number  of  defectives  on  register  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

(a)  at  home 

6 

6 

12 

(b)  in  institutions 

5 

3 

8 

11 

9 

20 

2.  Number  of  defectives  under  supervision 

at  home  : 

(a)  Statutory  Supervision 

5 

5 

10 

(b)  Voluntary  Supervision 

1 

1  _ 

2 

(c)  On  licence  from  institutions 

— 

— 

— - 

Total  under  supervision 

6 

6 

12 

3.  (a)  Number  of  defectives  in  gainful 

employment 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Number  attending  Occupation  Centres  2 

3 

5 

(c)  Number  awaiting  admission  to 

Institution  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

3 

5 

4.  Placed  under  supervision  in  1957 

— 

1 

1 

5.  Placed  under  guardianship  in  1957 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Admitted  to  Institution  in  1957 

— 

— 

■ - 

7.  Admitted  to  Occupation  Centres  1957... 

— 

— 

- . 

8.  Visits  paid  during  1957  : — 

(a)  To  cases  on  Licence 

3 

— 

3 

(6)  To  Cases  under  Statutory  Super- 

vision 

120 

99 

219 

(c)  To  cases  under  Voluntary  Super- 

vision 

3 

9 

12 

(d)  For  Home  reports  for  institutions 

6 

2 

8 

Total  Visits 

132 

110 

242 

22 


Females  Total 
9  15 

24  31 


Mental  Illness  Statistics. 

Males 

Number  of  patients  discharged  from  Mental 
Hospitals  during  the  year  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  visits  made  to  patients  during 

1957  .  7 

Number  of  reports  on  home  conditions, 
requested  by,  and  forwarded  to  mental 

hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1  2 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  dealt  with  the  following  cases  from 
Mirfield  during  the  year  : — 

Males  Females  Total 
Certified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  2  2 

Voluntary  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1  1 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  and  the  number  of  nursing  visits 
paid  to  sick  persons  in  their  own  homes  by  the  domiciliary  nurses  shows 
a  substantial  increase  over  last  year,  and  it  is  felt  that  a  fully  adequate 
service  was  provided.  The  system  of  employing  Nurse  Gamble  as  a 
relief  nurse  in  all  districts  throughout  the  Division,  has  proved  sound 
administratively,  and  has  facilitated  the  continuity  of  the  care  of 
patients  throughout  the  year.  The  home  nurse  undertakes  practical 
work  under  the  direction  of  the  general  practitioners  and  there 
has  been  at  all  times  the  friendliest  co-operation  and  understanding 
between  the  doctors  and  the  nurses.  Increasingly,  home  nursing 
care  is  required  for  the  chronic  sick  and  infirm  in  their  own  homes, 
and  this,  together  with  the  other  social  services  available  for  such 
cases,  is  doing  untold  good  in  making  it  possible  for  them  to  remain 
in  their  own  home  environment,  and  among  their  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bours.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  demand  for  home  nursing  will 
grow. 


I.  No.  of  cases  visited  during  1957 — 

(a)  Medical  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

(b)  Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

(i c )  Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(i d )  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(e)  Maternal  complications 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  233 


2.  No.  of  visits  paid  during  1957  to — 

(a)  Medical  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,021 

(b)  Surgical  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,412 

(c)  Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

(e)  Maternal  complications 


6,553 


Total  visits  paid 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  AMD  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 


As  in  previous  years  approximately  85%  of  the  new  births  in 
Mirfield.  took  place  in  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals  and  the  domicili¬ 
ary  midwives  attended  30  cases  in  patient’s  own  homes  as  shown 
below.  In  addition  the  midwives  made  ante-natal  visits,  attended 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  the  Divisional  area,  and  conducted  classes 
for  expectant  mothers  in  relaxation  techniques  and  in  education  for 
motherhood.  No  undue  problems  were  encountered  and  good 
co-operation  was  obtained  from  the  General  Practitioners  and 
Hospitals  staffs. 


Details  of  Deliveries 

Total 

No.  of 
Cases 

Dr.  Not  Booked 

Dr.  Booked 

Present 

Not  Present 

Present 

Not  Present 

— 

3 

— 

27 

30 

(b)  Ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 

(c)  Post-natal  visits  ..  ..  ...  ....  351 

(d)  No.  of  cases  receiving  Pethidine  alone  ...  — 

(e)  No.  of  cases  receiving  Gas  &  Air  alone  .  17 

(/)  No.  of  cases  receiving  Gas  &  Air  &  Pethidine  6 


The  midwives  sought  medical  aid  on  2  occasions,  details  of 
which  are  given  below  :  — 

(i)  Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(iii)  Lying-in  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  The  child  ...  ...  ...  ....  1 


Labour. 

Ruptured  Perineum  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  I 


The  Child. 

Stillbirth 


1 


Relaxation  classes  were  held  weekly  at  the  Ings  Grove  Clinic,, 
and  37  patients  during  the  year  made  1 95  attendances. 


Ante-Natal. 

1956 

1957 

No.  of  women  who  attended  daring  the  year 

....  16 

18 

No.  of  women  attending  for  the  first  time 

14 

10 

Total  No.  of  attendances . 

....  54 

94 

Post-Natal. 

No.  of  women  who  attended  during  the  year 

2 

— 

No.  of  women  attending  for  first  time 

2 

— 

Total  No.  of  attendances 

2 

— 

24 


HEALTH  VISITING  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Once  again  the  main  emphasis  was  placed  on  home  visiting  by 
trained  Health  Visitors  and  a  high  level  of  visitation  was  maintained. 
The  visits  are  primarily  educational  and  instructional,  and  most 
cordial  relationships  are  thereby  established  with  the  mothers  who 


are  ready  to  seek  advice  either  by  an  individual  approach 

or  by 

periodic  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

As  will  be  seen 

these  continued  to  be  well  attended  as  in  previous  years. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  during  year 

• — 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers  :  — 

1 956 

1957 

(i)  First  visits 

44 

38 

(ii)  Total  visits 

113 

82 

(b)  To  children  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

(i)  First  visits 

186 

175 

(ii)  Total  visits 

2,896 

2,571 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five 

years  : — 

(i)  Total  visits 

l  224 

831 

(d)  To  other  classes  : — 

(i)  Total  visits 

1,343 

1,348 

(e)  No.  of  attendances  at  Clinics 

195 

205 

(f)  No.  of  parentcraft  lectures 

59 

67 

(g)  No.  of  visits  to  schools  for  medical  inspection,  minor  ailments, 

cleanliness  surveys,  etc. 

.  442 

405 

(h)  No.  of  home  visits  in  connection  with  school-children 

< 

499 

467 

Number  of  children  who  first  attended  the  Child 

Welfare 

clinic  during  the  year  and  who  at  the  date  of  their  first 

attendance  were  under  1  year  of  age 

... 

104 

Number  of  children  who  attended  during  the  year  and  who 

were  born  in  : — 

1957  . 

>  .  ... 

96 

1956  . 

.  .  ... 

58 

1955-1952  . 

44 

Total 

198 

Number  of  attendances  during  the  year  made  by  children  who 

at  the  date  of  attendance  were  : — 

Under  1  year 

... 

1344 

1,  but  under  2 

.  .  •  • 

212 

2,  but  under  5 

. 

44 

Total 

. 

1600 

Number  of  medical  consultations 

699 

25 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  development  of  the  home  help 
service  in  the  Mirfield  area  and  the  types  of  case  supplied.  It  is 
indeed  a  valuable  service  in  increasing  the  standard  of  living  in  the 
home,  particularly  for  the  elderly  and  infirm.  It  can  be  said  that  the 
amount  of  help  available  was  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  district,  and 
few  cases  in  need  were  unable  to  receive  prompt  service. 


Reason  for  Provision 

No.  of 

Cases 

Hours 

worked 

Percentages 

Maternity 

3 

182 

1.1 

Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Aged  Chronic  Sick 

Over  65 

65 

13,169 

82-1 

Under  65 

3 

941 

5-9 

Others  ... 

6 

1,742 

10.9 

Totals 

77 

16,034 

100 

CONVALESCENT  HOME  TREATMENT. 

There  were  no  requests  for  the  County  Council  to  provide  con¬ 
valescent  home  treatment  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


The  following  section  of  the  Report  shows  in  statistical  form  the 
work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  the  health 
of  children  attending  school  in  Mirfield.  The  majority  of  the  work 
follows  on  from  the  routine  inspections  carried  out  in  respect  of  school 
entrants,  eight  year  olds,  first  year  secondary  school  and  leavers. 
Special  examinations  are  also  made  where  required  among  the 
remainder  of  the  school  population. 

As  the  Report  shows  the  standard  of  physical  condition  and 
nutrition  is  very  high,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  over  the  years 
the  School  Health  Service  has  played  a  major  part  in  achieving  this 
very  desirable  situation.  In  consequence  the  ascertainment  of  special 
defect  and  the  provision  made  for  children  suffering  from  them  is 
ever  improving.  It  requires,  for  example,  little  imagination  to 
understand  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  Speech  Therapy,  Child 
Guidance,  Physiotherapy  or  Chiropody,  although  the  numbers 
requiring  these  services  are  fortunately  small. 

Tuberculin  Testing  of  school  entrants  and  eight  year  olds  continued 
as  a  routine  measure  during  the  year.  Whereas  only  6%  were 
positive  at  entry  some  1 1  %  were  positive  at  eight  years  of  age,  and  it 
may  be  possible  in  future  years  to  make  use  of  this  information  in 
tracing  the  sources  of  infection. 

With  regard  to  the  B.C.G.  Scheme  the  percentage  of  acceptances 
was  the  same  as  last  year.  No  untoward  effects  have  resulted  from 
the  employment  of  this  vaccine  which  is  believed  to  give  a  good 
measure  of  protection  against  tuberculosis  in  the  dangerous  years  of 
adolescence. 

The  health  education  talks  given  by  the  School  Nurses  to  the 
senior  girls  at  the  Secondary  Modern  School  continued  this  year  and 
we  believe  that  they  have  their  valuable  part  to  play  in  the  proper 
education  of  the  mothers  of  the  future. 


Classification  of  the  Physical  Condition  of  Children  Examined  at 

Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Age  Groups 
Inspected 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Number 

Percentage 

Number 

Percentage 

Entrants  ... 

160 

158 

98-75 

2 

1  -25 

7-8  years  ... 

138 

137 

99-28 

1 

-72 

Intermediates 

164 

164 

100-00 

— 

— 

Leavers 

91 

91 

100-00 

— 

— 

553 

550 

99-46 

3 

•54 

Total  number  of  children  who  have  been  re-examined  for 
follow-up  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  43 


During  the  year  37  free  issues  of  dietary  supplements  in  the  form 
of  iron  tonics  were  made  to  school  children  where  recommended  by 
the  School  Medical  Officer. 


The  following  table  shows  the  type  of  defects  discovered  at 
the  routine  School  medical  inspections  : — - 

Defects  Table. 


Defects 

Recommended  for 
Treatment 

Recommended  for 
Observation 

Totals 

Skin  . 

3 

10 

13 

Ears  : 

(a)  Hearing  . . . 

1 

5 

6 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

1 

11 

12 

(c)  Other 

— 

1 

1 

Nose  and  Throat 

7 

40 

47 

Speech 

2 

— 

2 

Lymphatic  Glands 

2 

25 

27 

Heart  and 

Circulation 

— 

4 

4 

Lungs 

— 

10 

10 

Developmental  : 

(a)  Hernia 

— 

4 

4 

(b)  Other 

8 

14 

22 

Orthopaedic  : 

(a)  Posture 

5 

1 

6 

(b)  Feet 

45 

27 

72 

(c)  Other 
Nervous  System  : 

5 

19 

24 

(a)  Epilepsy 

— 

1 

1 

(b)  Other 

- — 

5 

5 

Psychological 

(a)  Development 

— 

9 

9 

(b)  Stability 

— 

12 

12 

Other  Defects 

1 

— 

1 

Abdomen 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

81 

199 

280 

28 


SPECIAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Education  Act,  1944, 
a  number  of  children  have  been  referred  by  the  Education  Authority 
which  has  necessitated  the  arrangement  of  special  examinations. 
During  the  year  12  children  were  examined  involving  16  examinations 
altogether.  The  following  recommendations  for  special  education 


were  made  : — 

Education  in  a  School  for  Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils  3 

Special  Education  in  an  ordinary  school  ...  ...  ...  2 

Admission  to  Hospital  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  3 

Education  in  a  School  for  the  deaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Reported  to  Local  Authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts — 

Section  57  (3)  (incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school)  — 

Section  57(5)  (require  supervision  after  leaving  school)  ...  1 

One  child  was  admitted  to  a  School  for  Educationally  Subnormal 
Pupils. 

There  were  no  discharges  from  special  schools  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  from 
Mirfield  receiving,  and  those  awaiting,  education  in  special  schools 
at  31st  December,  1957  : — 


Type  of  School 

No.  of  children 
receiving  special 
education 

No.  of  children 
awaiting  special 
education 

School  for  partially  sighted  . . . 

1 

School  for  the  deaf 

1 

1 

Open  Air  School  for  Delicate 

Pupils 

1 

— 

School  for  physically 

handicapped 

2 

— 

School  for  Educationally 

subnormal  pupils 

2 

6 

Hospital  Home 

1 

1 

CONSULTANT  EYE  CLINIC. 

The  following  statistics  give  details  of  the  cases  examined  : — 


Number  of  children  examined  for  the  first  time  ...  34 

Number  of  re-examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  ...  ...  15 

Number  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  for  first  time  1 1 
Number  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  subsequently  55 
Number  referred  for  other  treatment  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  referred  for  operative  treatment  ...  ...  1 


MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINIC. 


Minor  ailments  are  treated  by  the  nurses  both  at  the  clinics  and 
in  the  schools.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  such  treatments 
during  1957  : — 

Minor  Ailment  No.  treated 

Skin  : 

Ringworm — body  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Eye  Disease : 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  squint,  errors  of 
refraction  and  cases  admitted  to  hospital).  — 


Ear  Defects  : 
Otitis  media 
Otorrhoea 
Other 


2 


Miscellaneous 

(( e.g ,,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 


45^ 


Total  .  474 


Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority's  Minor 
Ailment  Clinics  ... 


540 


ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 


Total  No.  of  sessions  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

No.  of  sessions  held  weekly  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  cases  treated  .  ...  ...  40 

No.  of  treatments .  351 

Average  number  of  attendances  per  session  ...  6 

Average  length  of  course  of  treatment  (sessions)  8  •  7 
No.  on  register  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

Details  of  cases  treated  : 

General  Debility 
Anaemia 

Recurrent  Bronchitis 
Cervical  Adenitis 
Frequent  Colds 
Catarrh 
Chilblains 
Malnutrition  ... 

40 


6 

8 

2 

7 

2 

1 

3 
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CONSULTANT  PAEDIATRIC  CLINIC. 


Dr.  M.  F.  G.  Buchanan  of  the  Department  of  Child  Health, 
Leeds  University,  attended  Elm  Bank  Clinic  in  a  consultant  capacity 
and  during  the  year  twenty-one  sessions  were  held.  Cases  were 
referred  to  him  both  from  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and 
from  General  Practitioners  in  the  area. 

I  give  below  details  of  attendances  and  the  types  of  cases  seen  :  — 


No. 

of  sessions  held  during  the  year 

.  .  . 

21 

No. 

of  individual  patients  seen  : 

(a)  Pre-school  children 

1 

(b)  School  children 

•  •  • 

59 

Total  number  of  attendances 

•  •  • 

119 

Types  of  cases  seen  : 

(a) 

Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

•  *  . 

3 

(b) 

Respiratory  System,  including  E.N.T.  defects 

.  .  . 

5 

(c) 

Psychological 

1 

(d) 

Mental  defect,  including  Educational  Subnormality 

1 

(e) 

Congenital  Deformities... 

•  .  . 

1 

(f) 

Epilepsy 

.  .  . 

1 

(g) 

Developmental  ... 

.  .  . 

7 

(h) 

Incontinence 

41 

Total 

60 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. 

No.  of  new  cases  seen  during  year 

Boys 

13 

Girls 

7 

Total 

20 

No.  of  cases  continuing  attendance  from  last 
year 

5 

5 

10 

No.  of  cases  recommended  and  placed  for  resi¬ 
dential  treatment  in  hostels  for  maladjusted 
children  ... 

1 

1 

No.  of  cases  continuing  treatment  in  1958 

7 

4 

11 

Intelligence  assessments  carried  out  by 
Psychologist 

4 

3 

7 
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PHYSIOTHERAPY  CLINIC. 

The  Physiotherapist  continues  to  attend  in  Mirfield  for  one 
half-day  session  each  week,  and  during  the  year  46  half-day  sessions 
were  held.  The  following  table  shows  details  of  attendances  and 
types  and  numbers  of  defects  referred  : — 


No.  of  children  on  register  1st  January,  1957 

. .. 

14 

No.  of  children  referred  for  treatment 

•  •  ©- 

34 

Total  number  of  attendances 

,  ,  • 

349 

Total  number  of  treatments 

•  •  • 

402 

No.  of  children  discharged  ... 

.  .  . 

29 

No.  of  children  on  register  31st  December,  1957 

.  .  » 

19 

Defect  No. 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Postural  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Flat  feet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Knock  knee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Kyphosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lordosis  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  1 


48 
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TUBERCULIN  JELLY  TESTING  OF  SCHOOL  ENTRANTS  AND 

EIGHT-YEAR  OLDS. 


Tuberculin  jelly  testing  of  school  entrants  and  eight  year  olds 
continued  as  a  routine  measure  throughout  the  year.  A  letter  of 
explanation  and  consent  form  was  sent  by  the  teachers  with  the  Form 
N.P.  to  the  children  in  these  groups  when  they  were  due  for  medical 
examination  at  school.  These  were  returned  to  the  school  and  the 
school  nurse  applied  the  tuberculin  and  control  jelly  to  those  children 
whose  parents  had  consented  to  this  procedure  being  carried  out,  three 
days  before  the  school  medical  inspection  was  due  to  be  held.  The 
School  Medical  Officers  read  these  results  when  the  children  were 
presented  for  medical  inspection  and  the  implications  were  explained 
to  the  parents.  Where  the  jelly  test  proved  to  be  positive,  the 
children  were  invited  to  the  school  clinic  for  a  further  skin  test  and, 
where  this  again  proved  to  be  positive,  the  tuberculosis  visitor  was 
informed  and  she  arranged  for  follow-up  of  the  child  and  contacts  at 
the  chest  clinic. 


I  give  below  the  results  of  the  jelly  tests  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1957  : — 


New  Entrants 

Boys 

Girls 

Number  offered  jelly  testing 

69 

82 

Number  of  acceptances  ... 

64 

75 

Percentage  of  acceptances 

90% 

91% 

Result  of  test  : 

(a)  positive 

3 

5 

(b)  negative 

61 

70 

Percentage  : 

(a)  positive 

5% 

7% 

(b)  negative 

95% 

93% 

Result  of  final  skin  test  : 

(a)  positive 

1 

— 

(b)  negative 

1 

3 

7/8  Year  Olds 

Boys 

Girls 

Number  offered  jelly  testing 

59 

72 

Number  of  acceptances  ... 

54 

68 

Percentage  of  acceptances 

92% 

94% 

Result  of  test  : 

(a)  positive 

5 

9 

(b)  negative 

49 

59 

Percentage  : 

(a)  positive 

9% 

13% 

(b)  negative 

91% 

87% 

Result  of  final  skin  test  : 

(a)  positive 

2 

6 

(b)  negative 

3 

3 

Total  number  of  children  X-Rayed 

...  ... 

9 

Total  number  of  Contacts  X-Rayed 

...  ... 

39 

Number  of  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Discovered 

Nil. 
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CHIROPODY  CLINIC. 


47  half-day  sessions  were  held  by  the  Chiropodist  at  Mirfield 
Clinic  during  1957.  A  total  of  160  cases  was  seen  by  the  Chiropodist. 
The  160  cases  seen  made  670  attendances  and  the  following  table 


gives  the  types  and  numbers  of  conditions  treated  : — 

Defects 

No. 

Defects 

No. 

Hallux  Valgus 

...  36 

Under/Overlapping  Toes 

. . .  58 

Hammer  Toes 

...  15 

Corns  &  Callus 

...  75 

Metatarsalgia 

....  2 

Verruca 

. . .  26 

Nail  Conditions 

9 

Pes  Cavus 

— 

Weak  Foot  ... 

6 

Chilblains 

...  8 

Tinea  Pedis 

2 

Septic  Conditions  ... 

...  3 

Hallux  Ridgidus 

...  6 

B.C.G.  SCHEME. 


The  following  is  a  statistical  summary  of  the  results  of  the  scheme 
for  the  year  : — 


No.  of  thirteen  year  olds  on  school  register 
No.  offered  testing  and  vaccination  ... 

No.  found  to  have  been  vaccinated  previously 
No.  of  acceptances 
Percentage  of  acceptances 
No.  of  children  tested  ... 

Result  of  Mantoux  test  : — 

(a)  Mantoux  Positive 

(b)  Mantoux  Negative  ... 

Percentages  : — 

(а)  Mantoux  Positive 

(б)  Mantoux  Negative  ... 

No.  of  children  vaccinated 

No.  of  final  conversion  Tests  given  at  Twelve  Months 
No.  of  conversions  at  twelve  months 


187 

187 

6 

121 

67% 

121 

40 

81 


33% 

67% 

81 

74 

73 


DENTAL  TREATMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


No.  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  1846 

No.  of  children  offered  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  1263 

No.  of  children  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  834 

No.  of  extractions — temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  448 

No.  of  extractions — permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

No.  of  general  anaesthetics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  243 

No.  of  fillings — temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  fillings — permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  580 

No.  of  other  operations — temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

No.  of  other  operations — permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 


CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS. 

Three  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  each  school  by  the 
school  nurses  and  a  total  of  4,588  inspections  and  re-inspections  was 
carried  out.  In  110  instances  infestation  was  detected  and  this 
involved  74  individual  children,  the  condition  of  some  of  the  children 
being  unsatisfactory  on  more  than  one  occasion.  It  should  be  pointed 
out  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  degree  of  infestation  is  extremely 
light. 

The  remedial  procedure  adopted  on  the  discovery  of  these  defects 
is  to  notify  the  parents  informally  in  the  first  instance,  visiting  if 
necessary  to  give  advice  on  the  methods  of  dealing  with  infestation. 
If  cure  is  not  effected  the  nurse  visits  the  home  and  interviews  the 
parents,  and  finally,  if  it  is  evident  that  insufficient  care  is  being 
exercised,  the  Statutory  Notice  under  the  Education  Act,  1944,  is  sent 
requiring  the  child  to  be  cleansed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Medical 
Officer  or  of  the  person  appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose  within 
48  hours.  No  Statutory  Notices  were  issued  during  the  year. 
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The  section  of  the  report  which  follows,  relating  to  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  area  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  has  been  compiled  by  Mr,  H,  H  Johnson,  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

The  position  existing  at  the  year  ending  1957  is  as  follows  : — 


Number  of 

Privies  ... 

o  .  . 

.  .  . 

80 

9  V 

Privy  Middens 

»  • 

45 

1 1 

Water  Closets  ... 

.  > 

-  c, 

....  4,882 

9  9 

Waste  Water  Closets  ... 

o  .  . 

»  •  o 

8 

yy 

Pail  Closets 

... 

... 

70 

Number  of  Water  Closets  provided  during  the  year  is  as 
follows  : 

By  conversion  of  Privies  to  Water  Closets 
By  provision  of  extra  closet  accommodation  to  existing 


property  where  insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

V 

By  provision  to  new  property  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

By  conversion  of  Waste  Closets  to  W.Cs.  ...  ...  8 

By  conversion  of  Pail  Closets  to  W.C's.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  ...  95 


Conversion  of  Privies  to  Chemical  Closets 

No.  of  Chemical  Closets  Provided  ...  ...  ...  — - 

No  of  Chemical  Closets  discontinued  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Dry  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Dust  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,351 


Ward 

Privies 

w.c. 

Waste 

W.C. 

Pail 

Closets 

Bins 

Eastthorpe  Ward  ... 

1 

1160 

2 

999 

Hopton  Ward 

35 

728 

— 

42 

781 

Battyeford  Ward  ... 

23 

1777 

8 

11 

1404 

Northorpe  Ward 

21 

1217 

15 

1167 

Totals 

80 

4882 

8 

70 

4351 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Details  of  inspections  made 

Total  number  of  inspections  made 

Dwelling  Houses. 

Ordinary 
Municipal  Houses 
Municipal  Applications 
Housing  Act  1936,  Overcrowded 
Housing  Act,  1936 
Houses  (Cons.  Regs.)  ... 

Re  Notifiable  Disease 
Disinfection— Infectious  Disease 
Improvement  Grant 
Certificate  of  Disrepair 
Land  Charges  ... 

Dirty  Houses 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Water  Closets  ... 

Privies  ... 

Pail  Closets 
Tipplers 
Septic  Tanks 

Refuse  Storage. 

Ashbins  ... 

Ashplaces 

Drains. 

Inspections 
Tests — Chemical 
Tests — Colour 

Sewers. 

Sewers  ... 

Factories. 

Factories  (with  mechanical  power)  .. 
Factories  (without  mechanical  power) 
Factories  (outworkers)... 

Factories  (means  of  escape)  ... 


3686 

346 

88 

207 

35 

218 

247 

12 

2 

55 

15 

215 

5 


9 

4 

6 

27 

3 


157 

1 


50 

7 

10 


2 


31 

2 

1 
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Food  Storage,  Preparation,  etc-. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  ...  ....  ...  ...  154 

Food  Premises 

Fish  Frying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cafes  and  Canteens  ...  ....  ....  ...  ...  22 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  12 

Confectionery  and  Sweets  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Grocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  21 

Grocery  and  Greengrocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Greengrocery  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  3 

Wet  Fish  and  Greengrocery  ....  ...  ....  ...  12 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  25 

Registered  Preparation  Rooms  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  Preparation  Rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  32 

- 265 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  522; 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  524 

Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Atmospheric  Pollution...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Boiler  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  1 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Rodent  Control. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Shops. 

Inspections — Shops  Act  ....  ....  ...  ....  35 

Miscellaneous. 

Inspections  ...  ....  ...  ....  ....  ...  150 


NOTICES  SERVED. 


Informal  Notices  Served 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of 


1956 


Informal  Notices  complied  with 
Statutory  Notices  Served 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with 
Notices  Outstanding  at  end  of  1957 
Verbal  Notices  given  and  complied  with  for 
Defects,  etc. 

Letters  sent 
Complaints  received 
Complaints  confirmed 


the 


33 


26 


Remedy 


of 


5 

6 
7 

66 

41 

127 

118 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Houses. 

Houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Overcrowding  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Roofs  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Eaves,  Spouting,  Rain  Water  Fall  Pipe  Repaired  ...  21 

Rain  Water  Pipe  Disconnected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

External  Walls  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Internal  Walls  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Doors  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fire-places  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dangerous  Structures  Removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Coal  Stores  Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ventilation  Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ceilings  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Chimneys  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains. 

Repaired  &  Re-constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cleansed  by  Owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

I.C.  Constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  drain  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Open  for  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Accumulations. 

Manure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Animals,  Poultry,  etc. 

Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ash-bins  and  Ash-places. 

Bins  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Ash-places  Abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Closets. 

Cleansed  or  Limed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Reconstructed  &  Repaired...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Sinks. 

New  Sinks  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Waste  Pipe  Trapped  &  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 
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SHOPS  ACT,  193$. 


35  inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Shops  Act  1934,  during' 
the  year.  2  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT  AND  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  first  “Appointed  Day”  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  was. 
31st  December,  1956.  As  from  that  date  the  Local  Authority  were 
responsible  for  Section  3  (installation  of  new  furnaces),  Section  10 
(height  of  chimneys),  Section  11  (offences  in  Smoke  Control  Areas), 
Section  18  (Colliery  spoilbanks)  and  for  making  Byelaws  under 
Section  24. 

The  Council  have  made  Byelaws  under  Section  24  securing  that 
domestic  appliances  are  of  the  type  which  can  be  operated  without 
smoke. 

Regulations  governing  emissions  of  “Black  Smoke”  and  “Dark 
Smoke’’  from  industrial  premises  have  yet  to  be  made  and  are 
awaited  with  interest. 

The  atmospheric  pollution  stations  were  maintained  during  the 
year.  The  records  show  that  no  serious  increase  in  pollution  is  taking 
place  in  the  area  and  the  deposits  follow  a  similar  pattern  as  is  observed 
nationally. 

The  readings  of  the  stations  are  set  out  in  the  following  table. 
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No  reading  available.  Damage  to  equipment 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS'  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED 

BY  BYELAWS  AMD  REGULATIONS. 


All  premises  and  occupations  within  the  district  which  can  be 
controlled  by  byelaws  are  already  so  controlled.  There  are  no 
lodging-houses  or  underground  sleeping  rooms  and  five  van  dwellings 
only  in  the  district. 


WATER. 

The  district  receives  the  bulk  of  its  supplies  from  Huddersfield 
Corporation.  The  supply  is  constant  and  direct  to  the  houses. 

A  number  of  houses  still  complain  of  a  poor  supply  of  water 
but  this  is  now  attributed  to  defective  service  pipes  and  these  cases 
are  under  investigation.  The  Water  Undertakers,  after  prolonged 
negotiation,  agreed  to  operate  the  provisions  of  the  Third  Schedule 
to  the  Water  Act,  1945,  in  respect  of  such  defective  joint  service  pipes. 

The  whole  district  is  now  on  a  piped  supply  from  the  mains. 
We  may,  I  think,  consider  this  to  be  another  important  step  in 
Public  Health  progress  in  the  district.. 

PLUMBO-SOLVENCY  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Two  samples  of  water  from  the  Huddersfield  Corporation  mains 
supply  were  submitted  for  examination  as  follows 


Supply 

Date  Sample 
Collected 

Address  at 
which  collected 

Result  of 

Examination 

| 

P.H. 

Value 

Approx. 
Length 
of  Lead 
Service 
Pipe 

Lead 

Content 

(grains 

per 

gallon) 

Huddersfield  Corporation 

After  standing  in  pipe  for 

a  measured  period  of 

Council  Offices, 

|  hour  12-4-57 

Mirfield 

35  ft. 

Nil 

7*4 

4-11-57 

do. 

35  ft. 

Nil 

7*5 

After  standing  in  pipe  all 

Council  Offices, 

night  12-4-57 

Mirfield 

35  ft. 

Nil 

7*4 

4-11-57 

do. 

35  ft. 

Nil 

7*5 

DRAINAGE  AMD  SEWERAGE. 

Except  in  isolated  cases  the  district  is  provided  with  sewers. 


RIVERS  AMD  STREAMS. 

The  River  Calder  runs  through  Mirfield  and  is  in  a  polluted  state 
when  it  enters  the  district.  Considerable  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  disposal  of  trade  effluent  from  the  majority  of  factories 
in  the  area  which  now  enters  the  sewer,  and  as  a  result  is  improving 
the  condition  of  the  Calder. 


4  2. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  31  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council.  In 
addition  33  private  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 
This  rate  of  building  is  most  encouraging  and  has  materially  improved 
the  housing  situation  in  the  district. 

The  second  year  Slum  Clearance  Programme  was  completed 
during  the  year.  54  houses  were  represented  as  unfit,  comprising  34 
houses  in  Clearance  Areas,  9  Individual  Demolition,  and  6  houses 
owned  by  the  Authority. 

This  work  is  proceeding  most  satisfactorily  and  in  accordance 
with  the  Council’s  programme  of  approximately  40  houses  per  annum. 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  became  operative  on  the  6th  July,  1957. 
The  Local  Authority  were  involved  in  the  issue  of  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  under  the  Act.  To  31st  December  15  applications  were 
dealt  with  ;  1  application  was  refused,  4  Undertakings  were  received 
from  Landlords,  9  applications  were  issued  in  an  amended  form  and 
one  application  was  granted. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949, —IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

The  intention  of  the  Council  to  take  every  action  possible  to 
improve  the  housing  conditions  in  the  district  is  evidenced  by  their 
decision  to  make  grants  under  the  above  Act  for  the  improvement  of 
suitable  houses.  During  the  year  12  such  grants  have  been  approved, 
amounting  to  £2,070,  as  against  10  grants  amounting  to  £1,500  in  the 
previous  year.  The  work  involved  has  thrown  additional  strain  on 
the  Department,  but  is  felt  to  be  well  worth  while. 

HOUSING  POINTS  SCHEME. 

The  existing  Points  Scheme  was  discontinued  during  the  year. 
Applicants  are  now  generally  selected  on  length  of  application. 
Provision  is,  however,  made  for  priority  for  Slum  Clearance,  Over¬ 
crowding  and  certain  medical  cases. 

OVERCROWDING. 

One  new  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  during  the  year.  The 
position  of  the  statutory  overcrowding  cases  in  the  area  is  very 
satisfactory  ;  only  two  cases  are  known  to  exist.  Many  cases  of 
moral  overcrowding,  however,  still  exist  and  the  figures  do  not  include 
those  families  who  are  living  with  parents  and  friends  and  are  without 


a  house  of  their  own. 

Overcrowding  Particulars. 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  9J 

(2)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  5J 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  at  all  dairy  premises  in  the 
district  and  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949, 
as  applicable  to  dairies  and  distributors  have  been  enforced.  The 
common  practice  of  depositing  milk  bottles  and  crates  on  footpaths 
has  been  discontinued,  apart  from  isolated  instances  which  are  dealt 
with  as  they  arise. 

Number  of  distributors  registered  in  the  area  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  in  the  area  ...  ...  3 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS  1949. 


The  licences  issued  by  the  Council  under  the  above  Regulations 
are  as  follows  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers) 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary) 
Pasteurised  (Dealers) 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary) 
Sterilised  (Dealers) 

Sterilised  (Supplementary) 


13 
10 
12 
11 

14 
9 


There  were  no  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  during  the  year. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Area)  (No.  3)  Order^ 
1953,  became  operative  in  the  District  as  from  1st  January,  1954. 
It  is  now  an  offence  to  sell  undesignated  milk  in  the  district  and  has 
abolished  the  use  of  the  hand  delivery  churn  and  sale  of  loose  milk. 
All  milk  is  now  delivered  in  sealed  bottles. 


FOOD  AMD  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

The  West  Riding  County  Council,  acting  as  Pood  and  Drugs 
Authority  for  the  area,  submitted  during  the  year  32  samples  for 
analysis  under  the  Act. 


Number  of  Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Milk 

1  . 

Drugs 

Othei 

mtm 

Foods 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

25 

— 

7 

— 

Number  of  proceedings — Nil  Cautions  issued — Nil 
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FOOD  HYGIENE. 


Close  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  the  handling 
and  wrapping  of  food  as  controlled  by  the  Byelaws.  There  has 
generally  been  a  marked  improvement  particularly  in  the  display  of 
unwrapped  food-stuffs.  Details  of  contraventions  found  at  the 
various  food  premises  are  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 

Contraventions 

General  Grocery 

21 

I 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Canteens,  &c. 

19 

1 

Confectionery  and  Sweets  ... 

13 

— 

Bakehouses  ... 

8 

9 

Grocery  and  Greengrocery 

24 

_ 

Wet  Fish  and  Greengrocery 

8 

— 

Greengrocery  only  ... 

2 

— 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

18 

-  ! 

Fish  Frying  ... 

11 

1 

Butchers 

17 

l 

Premises  used  for  preparing  sausages,  &c. 

12 

9 

LJ 

The  contraventions  found  were  mainly  instances  of  unwrapped 
foodstuffs  and  of  confectionery  being  displayed  on  open  counters 
where  they  are  liable  to  contamination  by  the  public. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  with  the  progress  made  in  food  hygiene 
in  the  district  since  the  Food  Byelaws  were  introduced.  The  Food 
Traders  in  general  have  co-operated  with  the  department  most 
satisfactorily  and  there  is  now  a  noticeable  improvement  throughout 
the  area  in  the  display  of  unwrapped  foodstuffs  and  the  handling 
of  food  generally. 

The  department  has  achieved  these  results  by  regular  visits  of 
inspection  and  informal  discussions  with  traders  and  this  work 
continued  throughout  the  year. 

A  comprehensive  survey  of  all  food  premises  in  the  area  was 
made  during  the  year  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  In 
general  a  good  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained  in  the  shops, 
canteens  and  food  preparing  rooms.  The  Regulations,  however,  call 
'inter  alia’  for  the  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water,  additional  sinks 
and  washbasins,  and  some  understanding  of  the  time  and  work 
entailed  in  this  aspect  of  Health  Legislation  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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REGISTRATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

(a)  Ice  Cream. 

Thirty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
(pre-packed). 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 
ice  cream  (Cold  Mix). 

Visits  have  been  made  to  all  registered  premises  during  the 
year.  Two  premises  only  manufacture  ice  cream  and  both  are 
manufacturing  the  complete  Cold  Mix  and  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  Regulations)  1917. 

(b)  Register  of  Food  (Preparation  and  Manufacture)  Premises. 

Twelve  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  food  products. 

Eleven  are  registered  for  the  preservation  of  fish  by  cooking. 

All  the  premises  now  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
&  Drugs  Act  and  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  eight  bakehouses  in  the 
area.  Throughout  the  year  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  has 
been  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  only  in  the  district.  The 
Public  Abattoir  at  Spenborough  is  available  to  any  traders  wishing  to 
carry  out  their  own  slaughtering. 


During  the  year  regular  post  mortem  inspections  of  all  pigs 
slaughtered  at  the  Bacon  Factory  were  carried  out.  Details  of 
inspections  and  condemnations  are  shown  as  follows  : — - 


No.  of 

CONDEMNATIONS 

Pigs 

Slaugh¬ 

tered 

Tuberculosis 

Weight 

lbs. 

Other  causes 

Weight 

lbs. 

22,273 

1 8  carcases  and  organs 

2,923 

14  carcases  and  organs 

1,892 

336  heads 

4,032 

15  heads 

180 

]  7  stomachs  and 

865  livers 

3,460 

intestines 

170 

599  lungs 

1,797 

71  plucks 

497 

40  kidneys 

20 

llprs.  lungs 

33 

21  hearts 

14  stomachs  and 

21 

intestines 

140 

6  flares 

18 

3  hindquarters 

89 

3  legs 

1  part  stomach  and 

24 

intestines 

3 

Total 

7,655 

7,644 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AMD  CONDEMNED. 


Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  Slaughtered  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

22,273 

Number  Inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

22,273 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1,025 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  & 
Cysticerci 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4-66% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

336 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1  -59%. 

Cysticerci  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned.  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  Cysticerci 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

CONDEMNATIONS  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  following  items  were  surrendered  and  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  during  the  year  : — - 


183 

lbs. 

Canned  Corned  Beef 

116 

r> 

Canned  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

36 

y  r 

Canned  Ox-tongue 

23 

y  r 

Canned  Beef  Steak 

131 

y  y 

Canned  Cooked  Ham 

3“ 

y  r 

Canned  Peaches 

O  1 
-  4 

y  r 

Canned  Tomatoes 

25 

y ) 

Currants 

35 

y  y 

Haddock 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949. 

Treatments  of  the  Council’s  sewers  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry,  and  survey 
and  treatments  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Northorpe  Old  Sewerage 
Works  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  In  addition  37  treatments 
were  carried  out  at  25  private  premises  and  12  business  premises. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  places  an  obligation 
on  the  Local  Authorit}/  to  ensure  that  as  far  as  practicable  its  area  is 
kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  District  Councils  are  directly  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  administration  of  the  Act.  The  Act  provides  for  the 
submission  of  reports  to  the  Ministry  and  the  making  of  grants  to 
Local  Authorities  of  one-half  of  the  irrecoverable  expenditure  in¬ 
curred  by  them  in  the  performance  of  their  functions  under  Part  I 
of  the  Act. 


Responsibilities  are  placed  on  Local  Authorities  to  ensure 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  carried  out  in  their  area.  The 
procedure  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and 
Food  is  being  carried  out,  Mr.  G.  O.  Lee,  the  Assistant  Public  Health 
Inspector,  and  Mr.  F.  F.  W.  Popplewell  have  been  larely  responsible 
for  carrying  out  this  work  in  a  most  efficient  manner. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  District  during  the  year  has  been  satis¬ 
factory.  A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  maintained  with  the 
exception  of  holiday  periods.  The  Department  has  a  fleet  of  modern 
Refuse  Collecting  Vehicles,  and  the  district  has  a  Refuse  Collection 
Service  which  will  bear  favourable  comparison  with  that  of  any 
similar  district.  One  new  vehicle  was  purchased  during  the  year,  a 
‘Diesel’  ‘Karrier’  7  cubic  yards,  to  replace  a  Morris  50  cwts.  tipper. 


Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the  year 
are  set  out  below  : — 


Wagon 

No. 

Loads 
to  tip 

Bins 

Privies 

Ashpits 

Pail 

Closets 

Trade 

Refuse 

1 

726 

89,711 

_ 

_ 

66 

_ 

2 

575 

21,551 

372 

275 

2,920 

472 

3 

869 

84  006 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2,170 

195,268 

372 

275 

2,986 

472 

The  Council  are  fortunate  in  that  excellent  tipping  facilities  are 
available  for  many  years  to  come. 


COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

EXPENDITURE  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 


Wages 

National  Insurance 
Superannuation  ... 

Vehicle  Repairs  ... 

Vehicles — Licences  and  Insurance 

Petrol  Diesel  and  Oil 

Rents 

Loan  Charges 

Sundries 

Salvage 

INCOME 
Trade  Refuse 
Salvage 


6465  7  10 

200  0  0 

120  0  0 

- 6785  7  10 

331  2  6 

168  0  0 
653  3  3 

50  0  0 
280  0  0 
69  16  II 
30  2  6 

- 8367  13  0 

100  0  0 
701  4  1 

-  801  4  1 


Net  Cost  ...  ...  £7566  8  11 
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SALVAGE  1957-1958. 


The  results  of  the  salvage  effort  during  the  year  are  set  out  below., 
ihe  income  amounting  to  £701  4s.  Id.  is  again  very  gratifying. 

I  thank  all  those  householders  and  business  houses  who  have 
throughout  the  year  regularly  saved  their  waste  paper.  This  material 
is  now  practically  the  only  article  salvaged.  We  rely  on  a  substantial 
income  from  Salvage  to  assist  in  the  economic  running  of  the  Cleansing 
Department  and  it  is  now  more  essential  than  ever  that  the  Public 
co-operate  in  this  work. 


SALVAGE  RETURNS. 


1956-57 

Tonnage 

T.  C.  Q. 

83  4  3 


Income 

£  s.  d. 
648  16  2’ 


1957-58 


Tonnage 

T.  C.  Q. 

92  13  3{ 


Income 

£  s.  d. 
701  4  I 


INCOME  FROM  SALE  OF  SALVAGED  MATERIALS. 


Tonnage 


Income 


T. 

C. 

Q- 

£ 

s.  d. 

Paper 

82 

4 

3 

652 

1  2 

Scrap  Tins 

8- 

8 

0 

34 

13  8 

Rags 

0 

3 

Of 

3 

1  3 

Scrap  Metal 

1 

18 

0 

11 

8  0 

92 

13 

31 

£701 

4  I 

INCOME  FROM  SALE  OF 

SALVAGED  MATERIALS— 1940-577 

Tonnage 

Income 

T. 

C. 

Q- 

£ 

s.  d. 

1940-50  ... 

...  2015 

16 

1 

8284 

5  6 

1951 

...  181 

6 

2 

1905 

4  4 

1952 

169 

17 

1 

1101 

16  8 

1953  . . 

133 

17 

2 

792 

18  4 

1954 

...  112 

3 

2* 

760 

15  1 

1955  . . 

97 

15 

2 

789 

7  8 

1956  . . 

83 

4 

3 

648 

16  2 

1957  . 

92 

13 

31 

701 

4  1 

2886 

15 

3 

4 

£14984 

7  10 

The  above  are  the  results  of  the  salvage  efforts  in  the  area  during 
the  past  years  and  indicate  the  benefits  accruing  to  the  nation  and  to 
the  district  by  this  means. 


APPENDICES. 

A.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Mirfield  Urban  District  for  1948-1957. 

B.  Infantile  and  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  of  Mirfield  for  the  past 

twenty  years. 
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E.  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  MIRFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  FOR  1948-1957. 
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Year 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


Appendix  B 


FILE  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATES  OF 


MIRFIELD  FOR  THE  PAST  20  YEARS. 


Births 

Infant 

Deaths 

Maternal 

Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

146 

6 

1 

41-1 

6’5 

121 

7 

— 

57*8 

— 

132 

6 

— 

45’1 

— 

112 

11 

— 

97-3 

— 

158 

11 

— 

69*6 

— 

161 

4 

— 

24-8 

— ■ 

193 

6 

1 

311 

5-2 

197 

5 

— • 

25-4 

— 

154 

5 

— 

32*0 

— 

239 

8 

— 

33 '5 

— 

205 

6 

— 

29-2 

— 

187 

« 

4 

— 

21*3 

— 

168 

1 

— 

60 

— 

195 

7 

— 

35-9 

— 

196 

4 

1 

20-4 

4“  9 

151 

3 

— 

19*9 

— 

176 

5 

— 

28-4 

— 

173 

5 

— 

28*9 

«— 

193 

4 

— 

20-7 

177 

2 

— 

11-3 

— 
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Appendix  D 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  ETC.,  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Act  Date  of  Operation 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 


Part  III  . 

1st  July,  1891 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 

1st  June,  1899 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — 

Sections  27  and  33  and  the  whole  of  Part 

III  . 

28th  September,  1909 

Part  VI 

17th  January,  1921 

Sections  15  to  23  inclusive 

24th  August,  1926 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  : — 

Sections  13  to  19  (inclusive),  23  to  33 
(inclusive),  35,  30  to  43  (inclusive)  and 

Part  IV  . 

18th  October,  1926 

Sections  21,  22,  44  and  Part  V  ... 

1st  February,  1927 

Furnished  Houses  (Rent  Control)  Act,  1946 

18th  March,  1949 

West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers) 

Act,  1951 

Section  36  ... 

9th  July,  1955 

BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Cleansing  of  Footways 

.  1874 

Scavenging 

.  1874 

Hackney  Carriages 

.  1881 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

.  1922 

Public  Parks  and  Recreation  Grounds 

.  1928 

Smoke  Abatement 

.  1929 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

.  1932 

New  Streets 

.  1932 

Cycling  on  Footpaths 

.  1938 

Personal  Weighing  Machines 

.  1949 

Dogs  Fouling  Footways  ... 

.  1949 

Sale  of  Food 

.  1950 

Wireless  Loudspeakers,  Gramophones,  Etc. 

.  1950 

Sale  of  Contraceptives  in  Automatic  Slot  Machines  ...  ...  1950 

Employment  of  Children  and  Street  Trading  ... 

.  1950 

Unauthorised  Persons  on  School  Premises 

.  1950 

Litter 

.  1952 

Building  ... 

.  1953 

Removal  of  Mud,  etc.,  from  Wheels  of  Vehicles 

.  1954 

Behaviour  in  Places  of  Entertainment 

.  1957 
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APPENDIX  F 


STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
Medical  Staff. 

WILLIAM  M.  DOUGLAS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.PJ1 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Public  Health  Inspector’s  Staff. 

H.  H.  JOHNSON,  M.S.I.A.,  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  hoods. 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  Cleansing  Officer. 

G.  O.  LEE,  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination  Joint  Board.  Certificate 
for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods.  Additional 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

Mrs.  W.  BROWN,  Clerk. 

Medical  Staff. 

CHARLES  A.  PRICE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer.  (Resigned  20th  December,  1957). 

DONALD  J.  ROBERTS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer.  (Commenced  1st  July,  1957). 

Clerical  Staff. 

Mr.  P.  MARSHALL,  D.P.A.,  Chief  Clerk. 

Miss  G.  M.  HARTLEY 
Mrs.  M.  HAYNES. 

Miss  N.  HOLLIDAY. 

Miss  A.  JOHNSON. 

Mrs.  V.  THEWLIS. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  THOMIS. 

Mr.  G.  RISHMAN 

Health  Visitors  (Part-time  School  Nurses). 

Miss  D.  DAY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.L,  Senior  Health 
Visitor. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  BARR,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.L 

(Resigned  8/12/57). 

Miss  M.  GREENHOUGH,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.L 
Miss  M.  HARTLEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.I. 

Miss  C.  JANSE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.L 
Miss  D.  A.  LEAKE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.I. 

Mrs.  D.  PICKUP,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert  of  R.S.I. 

Mrs.  M.  RAYNER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.I. 

Miss  A.  SEELIG,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.L 


Assistant  Health  Visitors  (Temp.  School  and  GUnle  Nurses). 

Mrs.  G.  MARSHALL,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  E.  I.  SMITH,  S.R.N. 


Midwives. 

Miss  C.  I.  BROADLEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 
Mrs.  D.  M.  GOMERSALL,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  B.  HEPPLESTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


District  Nurses. 

Miss  B.  J.  CASSIDY,  S.R.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 

(Commenced  15/5/57). 

Miss  E.  BIRD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse.  (Resigned  15/9/57) 
Miss  F.  E.  GAMBLE,  S.R.N.,  Queen's  Nurse.,  Senior  Relief 
Nurse. 

Miss  F.  METCALFE,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  Queen's  Nurse. 

Miss  E.  PHILLIPS,  S.R.N.,  Queen's  Nurse. 

Mrs.  E.  SAYLES,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  W.  SPENCER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.I.  (Queen's 
Nurse). 

Miss  A.  LODGE,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 

Miss  C.  LATIMER,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 


Dental  Staff. 

Mr.  H.  TAYLOR,  L.D.S.,  Assistant  County  Dental  Officer. 

Miss  K.  COLLETT,  Dental  Attendant. 


Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

Dr.  S.  M.  LEESE,  County  Psychiatrist. 

Mr.  D.  G.  PICKLES,  Educational  Psychologist. 
Mrs.  J.  P.  NURSTEN,  Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 


Part-time  Staff. 

Mr.  B.  D.  VAINES,  M.Ch.S.,  Chiropodist. 

Miss  D.  RENDER,  M.C.S.P.,  Physiotherapist. 

Mr.  L.  WITTELS,  M.D.  (Vienna),  D.O.,  Consultant  Ophthal¬ 
mologist. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  De  La  COUR,  Mental  Health  Social  Worker. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  TOWELL,  Teacher  of  Mental  Defectives. 

Mrs.  D.  J.  M.  VALLIS,  Speech  Therapist 

Mr.  I.  F.  ASH,  L.D.S.,  Assistant  County  Dental  Officer. 
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